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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.34 pm] — without notice: I 
move —  

That the house at its rising adjourn until a time and date to be fixed by the President.  

On this motion I will say a few words with respect to the end of the session as we head off into the Christmas 
break. I am very pleased we are actually doing that. I just did a quick calculation and this bill took 24 and a half 
hours of the time of the house, which is something of a record. I will pay tribute to the lead speakers on both 
sides because I think the opposition did its job, as oppositions are supposed to do, and queried every clause and 
argued their case, albeit at length at times. I also congratulate the minister who was able to respond, not in a way 
that necessarily met the approval of the opposition, and sat through the 24 and a half hours and, as a new 
minister, handled herself very well. It has been a long couple of days, and I think everybody would be quite 
comfortable if the comments I am about to make were kept brief, and I will do that. 

I want to say thank you to a number of people. First of all to you, Mr President, I congratulate you on your 
chairmanship of the house since you have taken over the role. I believe, as I said last night, that you have done a 
very good job indeed. I again congratulate you on your sixtieth birthday, which, as we know, occurred just the 
other day. I am sure you were very pleased to spend that day in the chamber rather than celebrate it somewhere 
else! 

Hon Ken Travers: It made him younger! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: It did. To the Chairman of Committees, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, and the Deputy 
Chairmen, they are all learning the ropes and are doing it very well. I thank them for their contributions to the 
efficient management of the chamber. To my ministerial colleagues, I thank them very much for their 
contributions to the chamber and to the government. It has been a fairly hard year and we have a long way to go, 
and I know that they are all working very hard. To the parliamentary secretaries, Hon Helen Morton, Hon 
Michael Mischin and Hon Wendy Duncan, I thank them for their contributions. I particularly mention Hon 
Michael Mischin, who has had a significant workload looking after the interests of the Attorney General in this 
house, and I commend him on the work that he has done in that role. To Hon Wendy Duncan, as the Leader of 
the National Party in this chamber, I thank her for the excellent working relationship we have between the 
Liberal Party and the National Party. To my colleagues, I thank them for their enthusiasm and dedication, and 
again say that it is pretty hard being on the back bench in government, because backbenchers are not called upon 
to make very many speeches. However, I am impressed with what they have done so far. I also give particular 
thanks to the government Whip, Hon Ken Baston, who has achieved more victories in his very short time as 
Whip than Hon Bruce Donaldson achieved in his whole time as Whip! I suspect that that is no reflection of the 
capacity of either person. I very much thank the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Sue Ellery, for the cooperative 
relationship that we have been able to develop since she has taken over the job. I look forward very much to 
working with the opposition, particularly the leader, as we redevelop the standing orders of this house over the 
period leading up to our resumption next year. I hope that we can create standing orders that we all feel very 
proud of and comfortable with. To opposition members, I repeat what I have said about the particular debate we 
have just had: I think they worked very hard indeed. Most members have got over losing the election and are 
now working on being a good opposition. I think they have been a good opposition. To the expanded Greens 
(WA) team, we have seen the return of Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Lynn MacLaren for a second go. I hope that 
at some time they come back for a third go, having missed out next time around! 

Hon Giz Watson: You’re meant to be nice in these speeches! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Indeed, I know. I thank Hon Giz Watson, who has been in this place for a long time 
now, for the very cooperative approach she has taken to the business of the house so that we can cooperatively 
work out how to manage the house. 

To the staff of the chamber, I thank the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock; the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake; the Clerk 
Assistant (House), Don Allison; Chris Hunt, the Usher of the Black Rod; and also Paul Grant, whom I was about 
to describe as the Sol Trujillo of the chamber as he had that rather extraordinary moustache, but that has now 
disappeared so I cannot call him that. I thank them very much for their ongoing and continued work in the 
chamber and look forward to returning next year in the new chamber. I hope that all the work they have done to 
achieve that will create a chamber that we can all feel very proud of. 

To the attendants, Grant, Brian, Peter, Glen, Lisa and Alice, who continue to look after us so very well, we thank 
them for that. Good luck to Alice, who I understand is heading off to a new career, so I wish her all the best in 
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her new life. To my staff, Tina and Janice, who work very hard for the Leader of the Government, whomever 
that happens to be, and Julie Holmes, who works for me in my office, I particularly want to thank them for the 
very efficient and unfailingly polite way in which they go about their job. I extend many thanks to Corinne 
Briant, assistant to the Clerk, for her assistance, and to Lorraine Coogan, assistant to the President, who is very 
obliging and helpful in the relationship between the government and the President. 

We very much appreciate the contributions made by the other parliamentary staff: the committee staff; the 
telephonists; and the dining room and bar staff, particularly Andrew, who looks after us at morning and 
afternoon tea, and Ozzie, who looks after us so well in the dining room. To the library staff, the gardening staff, 
the security staff and the Parliamentary Services staff, we all know they work very hard for members and the 
chamber, and the houses work extremely well. I just say to all those people, thank you again for the contribution 
that you have made this year. I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a very relaxing break between now and 
when the house resumes in March next year. 

Can I say in conclusion that we look forward very much to returning to the refurbished Council chamber. The 
thought of coming back and sitting in the Assembly chamber again is horrendous. I can see why the members of 
the Assembly do not stay in the chamber for long. The chairs are so hard that they would not want to stay here 
for too long. Hopefully the chairs in our new chamber will be much the same as the ones we had previously—
with a bit of cushioning, Malcolm, if you could fix that. We will be coming back to the Assembly chamber for a 
couple of weeks next year, but we will then go back to our new chamber, and hopefully with the new chamber 
and a new set of standing orders we will look forward to a very interesting period of time in the future for the 
Legislative Council.  

I did neglect to mention the most important people in Parliament House, and that is Hansard. As I keep saying 
every year, they turn what we say into very good prose. So I thank them and wish them all the best for Christmas 
and the festive season.  

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.41 pm]: I would like to 
say a few words on behalf of the opposition. Hon Sue Ellery, the Leader of the Opposition, unfortunately has 
been called away on urgent parliamentary business, and she has asked me to say a few words—she left me her 
speech, in fact.  

First of all, I would like to thank you, Mr President. You have stepped up to this role and you have done a 
fantastic job to date. The one thing we will say is that you have been very inclusive and have brought a breath of 
fresh air to how this place operates. We are appreciative of your efforts. I would also like to thank Lorraine 
Coogan, Executive Assistant to the President, who is always very accommodating and very helpful to all of us. 

To the Leader of the House, Hon Norman Moore, we thank you. It has been an interesting experience. We know 
that the Leader of the House enjoys being back on the government benches. I will say, though, that sometimes he 
needs to remember that he has actually won, and just enjoy it. 

Hon Norman Moore: I do enjoy it very much. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Yes, but the Leader of the House needs to chill out a little bit and enjoy it. 

Hon Norman Moore: I promise you that will happen next week! 

Hon KATE DOUST: I will talk to the Leader of the House about that later!   

To all those government members who have taken on the role of minister since the election, we have watched 
with interest their development. Those new ministers should not hold any doubt that we will continue to take 
them to task and hold them to account and challenge them, but we wish them well. 

To the members of the back bench of the Liberal Party, and to the members of the National Party, we have also 
enjoyed spending time with them. It has been interesting to see members engage in various debates and to see 
what their views are. We look forward to working with those members over the next few years. To our 
colleagues in the state Parliamentary Labor Party, it has been an interesting time. I think we have risen to the 
challenge. I believe that opportunity in adversity is a good way of dealing with these situations. We have done 
our level best to hold this government to account. In fact, the piece of legislation that we have completed this 
afternoon is a very good example of the work that can be put into challenging the government and keeping it 
honest. 

I know that Hon Sue Ellery has taken a lot of lessons from the former Leader of the House, Kim Chance, who 
gave her some great advice about how to manage us. I think we are all on a very interesting learning curve with 
that. But, in following his advice, the one thing that we have endeavoured to do, as well as work hard, is ensure 
that we have some fun along the way. We are enjoying the leadership of Hon Sue Ellery, who keeps us on the 
straight and narrow. I also want to thank our Whip, Hon Ed Dermer, who also keeps us in line on a regular basis, 
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and his able deputy, Hon Jock Ferguson, who has picked up very quickly how to keep us in line. I also 
acknowledge our colleagues in the Greens (WA). It has been great to see Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Lynn 
MacLaren come back into this place and participate in this chamber again.  

Thanks to Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, our Chairman of Committees. Matt, you have taken to your new role with 
great gusto. Thanks to the Deputy Chairs. Having done that role myself, I know it is not always easy to step into 
the role of Chair and learn, because it is a whole new language. I see that people who have taken on that role are 
participating in it very well, managing the business of the house and moving things through. 

To the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock; to the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake; to the Clerk Assistant, Donald Allison; and to 
Corinne Briant and to Paul Grant, we thank you very much for your management of this place and making sure 
that all the t’s are crossed and the i’s are dotted and that things move along. Thanks to the Usher of the Black 
Rod, Chris Hunt, who keeps things organised as well, and made sure that I did not bring my handbag in today, 
because he thought I might have a bomb in it. I can assure you, Chris, there was not!  

Thanks to those parliamentary officers, Grant Hitchcock, Glen Whitting, Peter Gale, Brian Conn, Lisa Parrella 
and Alice Muller, who is off to enjoy the beauty of South America for a while—we wish her well. Thanks to 
Tina Beale and Janice Shaw who do a fantastic job with questions. Thanks to Andrew Gardos, who always has a 
bright and cheery face during afternoon tea and to Romeo, who also performed that task for us but left us earlier 
this year, and to all the other support staff who help us both here in the chamber and in the committee offices. 
They do a wonderful job and we certainly appreciate their efforts. 

There is a range of other parliamentary staff to acknowledge. Thanks to Hansard—Belinda Corey and her 
team—who do indeed make us read a lot better than we sound at times. Thanks to John Buchanan and the 
information technology team. Again, having access to the internet and email while we are working in the 
chamber or working in our offices means a very important tool for members. They work very hard to ensure that 
we have got that access all the time. Thanks to the Acting Library and Information Services Manager, Ms Inge 
Hurst, and the staff in the Parliamentary Library. Again, it is a brilliant facility that perhaps we do not use as 
much as we should, but we should be encouraging all new members to avail themselves of the service. It is 
indeed a brilliant library. 

Thanks to the Executive Manager of Parliamentary Services, Mr Russell Bremner, and his staff in Parliamentary 
Services. To the Building Services Manager, Graham McDonald, and his team, which includes David Boag and 
all the gardeners, and to all the cleaners and stewards, we again thank them very much for their hard work and 
their contribution to the effective running of Parliament House. Also, thanks to Mr Peter Pascoe, who is always 
only a phone call away to fix a problem in an office and to make sure that things work well for us. 

Thanks to Mr Mark Gabrielli and his team in the dining room and bar for certainly looking after us; to Mr Enno 
Schijf and his catering team; to Mr Ken Craig and his security staff; to Kelly Alcock, Manager Administrative 
Services; and also to the reception staff, Cathy Harrison, Rosalie Arnold and Lorraine Lewis, and to Marilyn 
David, who is away on sick leave. We all wish Marilyn well and hope that we see her back here soon. Thanks to 
Jane Gray and all the staff in the Parliamentary Education Office. Again, they are a great group of people who 
are quite inspiring in their enthusiasm, their knowledge of this place and how they interpret Parliament House to 
all the visitors and students who attend here. I am sure that they encourage people to become more engaged with 
the work that we do here.  

Finally, thanks to other managers—to Ms Dawn Timmerman, the Finance Manager; to Mr Dan Cochrane, the 
Project Manager; and to Mr Rob Hunter, the Human Resources Manager. We thank all these people for their 
hard work, their endeavour and their contribution, not just to the Parliament but also to assisting us in the 
performance of our duties here. 

Those are just some of the comments that the Leader of the Opposition asked me to make. I think that we have 
had a challenging year. Everyone in this place has certainly worked very hard, not just in the performance of 
their duties in the chamber but also in the electorate. We have more challenges ahead of us. We look forward to 
seeing what legislation the government rolls out. We look forward to holding the government to account.  

In conclusion, I hope everyone gets the chance to have a great break and enjoy time with family and friends. I 
wish everyone here a happy and safe Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.50 pm]: I join in this motion to, on behalf of the Greens (WA), 
express my thanks to the parliamentary staff and support staff and wish friends and colleagues in this place a 
happy break and a good Christmas.  

I always love this time of year when we climb out of the trenches, get out the whiskey bottles and pretend that 
we were not firing shots at each other five minutes ago. It is particularly apt when we have just dealt with the 
WARR amendment bill. It is a fascinating tradition. I cannot help but remember the first time it occurred. I could 
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not believe what was going on. However, it is a very nice tradition and I sincerely wish everybody here a 
peaceful and enjoyable break. I hope that everybody comes back refreshed and ready for more of the same.  

I ask everybody to please spare a thought for world peace and things like that. I hope everybody enjoys some 
time with family and friends.  

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.51 pm]: On behalf of the 
Nationals I agree with the sentiments that have been expressed in this house today, particularly the thanks given 
to the range of staff who look after us so well in this house, around the house, in the committee rooms and so on. 
They are very professional. They look after all of us so well, particularly those of us who are new to the house 
and are fulfilling new roles. This year many of us have found ourselves in positions in which we have not been 
sure about what is going on, what happens next or how to do something, and there is always a staff member there 
to help us.  

I particularly thank the security staff. For those of us who tend to be night owls, they are always there to escort 
us to our car. That sort of attention is what makes this life that we lead, which is a little unusual, actually quite 
pleasant. We look forward to coming to this place to meet the people who understand the life we lead and assist 
us as we go forward. This is a good opportunity to thank all of them.  

I thank my colleagues in this house. We have enjoyed being a part of this government. I am particularly enjoying 
having a team in this place with me, which is different from last year.  

I would like to add my good wishes to everybody for the festive season, a time to be with family and friends, and 
that is something that we probably do not get enough of during the year. I hope everybody has a safe festive 
season and I look forward to seeing everybody next year.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): As we come to the end of the parliamentary year, I also wish to add 
my thanks and best wishes to quite a few people for the festive season and the summer recess. For me, the past 
six months have been a very steep learning curve. However, I can say, unequivocally, that it has been a very 
enjoyable and satisfying time. I am looking forward to the next couple of years.  

I will repeat some of the names that already have been mentioned; however, it is important that people are 
acknowledged.  

In terms of this chamber, I acknowledge and thank Hon Norman Moore, the Leader of the House, for his 
efficient management of the business of the house and to the other four ministers, the parliamentary secretaries 
and the government benches. All of you have done an outstanding job throughout the year.  

I thank Hon Sue Ellery and Hon Kate Doust, particularly for her comments on behalf of Hon Sue Ellery. 
Congratulations; you have been a very good opposition. You have approached your task conscientiously and 
diligently and have done your job very well.  

To Hon Giz Watson and members of the Greens (WA), you have added a very interesting and productive 
dimension to the debate in this chamber. Hon Giz Watson has been in this place for quite a few years now and 
we respect her contribution to this place as a very solid parliamentarian.  

To Hon Wendy Duncan and members of the National Party, you have made an invaluable contribution to the 
running of the house and have introduced an alternative point of view in a chamber in which all members realise 
that the formation of the government and the opposition is slightly different from what it has been in past years.  

I thank Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, the Chairman of Committees. Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm has taken on this 
role with gusto, real diligence and commitment. I thank Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm for his support throughout 
the first six months of our time in these positions. To the Deputy Chairmen of Committees, Hon Jon Ford, 
Hon Michael Mischin, Hon Helen Morton, Hon Max Trenorden and Hon Ken Travers, I also express my 
appreciation of their work. It is important that the house run smoothly and effectively. They have all done an 
excellent job in that regard.  

In terms of the chamber, there are quite a few people to thank. It is quite ironical that we are in this chamber 
today expressing these comments. Already, I think some members are looking back with nostalgia at the old 
Legislative Council chamber. I am confident and quietly hopeful that everything will turn out just right and we 
will enjoy a new chamber with lots of new features next year.  

I thank the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock; the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake; and the Clerk Assistants Donald Allison and 
Paul Grant, who are the table officers. They provide expert advice on procedure and all sorts of other advice to 
members at various times and also have a big administrative role in the running of the Legislative Council.  
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The committee system in the Legislative Council is an important part of our structure. I express my appreciation 
to Jan Paniperis and her staff, and, I add, the various chairmen of the standing committees and joint committees 
of the Legislative Council, and the advisory research staff who participate in that work as well.  

Mrs Kelly Alcock, Manager Administrative Services, and the chamber staff headed by the Usher of the Black 
Rod, Mr Chris Hunt, who does a terrific job, largely unsung and largely unseen; but also these people—Peter 
Gale, Brian Conn, Glen Whitting, Lisa Parrella, Grant Hitchcock, and Alice Muller, who has moved on to 
explore South America and other career opportunities—I thank you all very much for your work throughout the 
year.  

In the back rooms of the Legislative Council, there are other people who also perform very useful roles. I thank 
our Media, Public Relations and Project Officer Hannah Gough; parliamentary officers Tina Beale and Janice 
Shaw; and the Executive Assistant to the Clerk, Mrs Corinne Briant. For their invaluable assistance to my office, 
I thank in particular Lorraine Coogan and Andrew Gardos who look after not only my requirements in the 
President’s office but also the Legislative Council requirements in terms of catering services. Andrew is one of 
nature’s true gentlemen.  

In terms of the Parliamentary Services Department, Mr Russell Bremner and his staff do a terrific job. This 
building is not always the easiest building in the world to manage. It is a heritage-listed building. It is an old 
building. There are lots of continuous maintenance issues that largely go unseen. To Rob Hunter, the Deputy 
Executive Manager of Parliamentary Services; Enno Schijf, the Catering Services Manager; chefs George Webb 
and his staff; and Mr Mark Bore—all those people are involved with the kitchens and the dining room and look 
after us very, very well. Our waistlines attest to that!  

I thank Mr Ken Craig, our security manager, and his staff. They have our interests and our welfare at heart at all 
times.  

Hansard has been mentioned. I specifically mention Belinda Corey, who heads up the Hansard department, and 
everybody involved in Hansard. They do an incredible job in producing the official records of Parliament.  

Mrs Judy Ballantyne has taken up a special project. It is called the Electronic Document Records Management 
System. That is what Judy has been working on for the bulk of this year, and is doing it very diligently, mostly 
behind the scenes. In terms of the library, Mrs Inge Hurst is the Acting Parliamentary Librarian. I thank Inge and 
all staff involved with the library. They are an extremely effective and efficient library.   

I thank the Finance Manager, Ms Dawn Timmerman, and her staff; and the Information Technology Manager, 
Mr John Buchanan, and his staff. The Parliamentary Education Office is headed by Ms Jane Gray and her staff. 
They do an excellent job in providing the education link between the Parliament and the community. I thank the 
Building Services Manager, Mr Graham McDonald, and his staff. They have already taken on a big job in our 
interests by refurbishing the Legislative Council. We will see the result of their work next year. I thank the 
Assisting Manager Building Services, Mr Peter Pascoe, and Project Manager Dan Cochrane. They are two 
people whom members can call on at any hour of the day and they will turn up and help members with a smile. I 
thank Dining Room Manager Mark Gabrielli and his staff, including the bar staff, Deb, Anthony and everyone 
else involved in the bar. They are extremely cooperative and provide an outstanding service to members by 
looking after our welfare in an objective and enjoyable way. 

The gardens around Parliament attract universally positive comments. On behalf of all members, I thank Mr 
David Boag and his staff and express our appreciation for the work they do to maintain Parliament House as 
such an attractive place. I thank the parliamentary telephonists, Ms Cathy Harrison, Ms Rosalie Arnold and Ms 
Lorraine Lewis, and make special mention of Ms Marilyn David, who, as has been mentioned, has been 
undergoing treatment for an illness. We wish her all the best for the future and look forward to seeing her back 
as soon as possible. I thank our gym instructor, Joe Lubout, who has more to do with some members than others! 
Joe has been part of the furniture of Parliament for many a year and has played a terrific part in this institution. 

This time of the year is always hectic for members and staff. Members have many demands placed on their 
parliamentary, electorate, family and personal responsibilities. Now is the time to take a break from all that and 
enjoy personal time with family and friends. We all know that being a public figure intrudes on that part of our 
lives quite acutely. Now is the time to step back and take a bit of time to refresh before coming back for a new 
year in the new chamber. I wish all members a safe and enjoyable Christmas and new year. After I put the 
question, I invite everyone to join us for refreshments in the Centenary Room. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 6.04 pm 
__________ 
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